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Decades of dedication 

Rick Myers retires after 25 years as a 
basketball official 

By Mike Cane 
Herald Writer  

It's a question that has always stumped Mike Lowery: Why would a 
well-adjusted person choose to be a be a basketball official?  

Even if a zebra-striped ref 
has a perfect night and 
makes all the right calls, 
half the crowd still might 
want to toss the official on 
a one-way train to 
nowhere. Clearly, 
officiating is a rough, often 
underappreciated task. 
(Take a few deep breaths 
and count to 10, ever-
stewing Seahawks fans.)  

"It's the toughest job in 
athletics," said Lowery, 
who last year retired after 
22 seasons as head boys hoops coach at Marysville-Pilchuck High. 

The undertaking is also 
essential. Competitive sports 
without dedicated officials 
would be like airplanes 
without wings - they simply 
wouldn't fly.  

As Lowery said, "If we don't 
have those kinds of guys, we 
don't have athletics."  

Lowery's talking about guys 
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Michael V. Martina / The Herald
Official Rick Myers signals the scorer's 
table during his last game Feb. 3 at 
Archbishop Murphy High School. 
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like Rick Myers, who 
recently ended his 25-year 
boys basketball officiating 
career. Myers, 54 of Lake 
Stevens, comes from a 
family that has made a hefty 
contribution to Snohomish 
County athletics for 
decades.  

* His older brother, Dennis Myers, retired four years ago after 20 
years of officiating local games and five state-tournament trips.  

* 31-year-old Mark Myers, Rick's nephew and Dennis' son, has 
reffed hoops contests since 1992, including two state tournaments. 

* And 21-year-old Chris Myers, Rick's son and the youngest of the 
bunch, is in his third season of officiating.  

"It is truly a family thing," said Rick Myers, who reffed Class 4A 
state tournaments in 2000, 2003 and 2004, and three times was 
president of the Snohomish County Boys Basketball Officials 
Association (SCBOA).  

Myers broke into hoops officiating with encouragement from his 
older brother and immediately found a new passion - though he 
admits it's not for everyone. "Most people figure out fairly quickly 
whether (reffing) is something they want to do. You either enjoy 
being the object of that scrutiny or not."  

For the last 25 years, Myers found that the thrill of being an official 
far outweighed any inevitable downsides. "I never feel more alive 
than I do in the middle of a gym and half (the crowd) is upset and 
half's not."  

Lowery, the former M-P boys coach, said Myers' skills are obvious: 
"He's really a professional. It's a serious thing for him. It's not a 
hobby.  

"He's always taken a lot of pride in it. It's really similar to coaching. 
You put your heart and soul into it, and he's been doing that for 
years and years. He'll be greatly missed."  

Myers is moving on, but not because his enthusiasm faded. 
Instead, an aching, arthritic knee that required surgery about a year 
ago finally forced him out - but not before Myers took part in an 
emotional, historical final outing.  

On Feb. 3 Myers officiated the Class 2A South Whidbey vs. 
Archbishop Murphy boys game with two special partners: his 
nephew, Mark, and his son, Chris. It marked the first time in 
SCBOA history that three family members worked the same game. 
It was also Chris' first - and last - chance to ref alongside his father. 

"It was probably the most fun I've ever had on the basketball court," 
said Chris Myers, a 2003 Kamiak grad who had never officiated a 
varsity game higher than the B level. Myers - who said reffing in his 
family "is just something that happens (like) a rite of passage" - was 
"incredibly nervous" before the game. But once it started he relaxed 
and enjoyed the opportunity.  

Michael V. Martina / The Herald
Rick Myers (right) concluded his 25-
year officiating career working with 
his nephew, Mark (center), and son, 
Chris (left). 
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With more than a dozen family members and friends in the stands, 
the Myers trio soaked up the occasion that was made possible by 
SCBOA game assigner Lee Ottini. Ottini usually picks officiating 
crews based on performance ratings and availability but he made 
an exception for the Myers clan.  

"It worked out perfect and they had a great time," said Ottini, who 
called Rick Myers a well-rounded official who "knows the (rule) 
book inside and out."  

A few days after the memorable game, Myers' knee ached and he 
battled mixed feelings. On one hand he said it was amazing to 
officiate with Mark and Chris. Then again, it was a bit embarrassing 
to be in the spotlight.  

"It was tough for him," Chris Myers said, "because he's never been 
that official that wanted everybody's attention focused on him. ... 
But he'll appreciate it a long time from now."  

As for that throbbing knee, Rick Myers said it held up just long 
enough to get through one unforgettable final game.  

"I'm not sure I could have done another one," he said, "(but) I got 
right to the finish line."  
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