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JOHN SLEEPER
Columnist John 
Sleeper's take on 
sports in 
Snohomish County 
and Seattle.
•Latest: Hardworking Sexson 
deserves fans' support

WEEK IN REVIEW
WEDNESDAY 

• Animal complaints rise
• Seattle I-5 project five days 

ahead of schedule 
• Sawdust fire visible from I-5 

still smoldering ...

TUESDAY 

• Two Silvana men arrested in 
bear-hunting case

• By adopting, Whidbey couple 
reunite three siste...

• County rebuked for labor 
violations

MONDAY 

• Space-age playgrounds 
• Is Paine Field airport service 

winning support?
• Fiber optics almost ready in 

Edmonds

SUNDAY 

• Camp offers three days of 
adventure for kids wi...

• Mammoth tooth found near 
Everett

• Compromise may end fight 
over sex offender rules

SATURDAY

 

HIGH SCHOOLS        
Published: Tuesday, January 16, 2007 

Timeout ... 

with Kim Walter, basketball, official 

Early on, people told Kim Walter he wouldn't last 
long as an official. "I enjoyed it from the very 
beginning, although I wasn't very good when I first 
started," he said. "I didn't have a knack for it at first." 
But about 16 years and more than 1,000 games 
later, Walter is glad he stuck with officiating, an 
activity that continues to challenge him. "I've 
improved over time," he said, "but I still feel like I'm 
improving." 
 
Be cool Walter grew up in a Chicago suburb and 
played point guard for his high school team. As an 
official, he had to learn to approach the game 
differently. Players thrive on adrenaline, but "as an 
official you need to separate yourself from the 
emotion of the game and have the coolest head out 
there," said Walter. 
 
One to remember Walter, who mainly works prep 
boys and community college men's games, has 
officiated at four high school state tournaments. His 
most memorable prep contest came in 2002 at the 
4A state tourney. In the fourth-place game 
Snohomish, led by brothers Jon and Paul Brockman, 
lost by one point (71-70) against a Garfield team that 
featured Brandon Roy and Isaiah Stanback. 
 
Simply the best Walter said Blaine graduate Luke 
Ridnour, now a Seattle SuperSonics point guard, is 
the best player he ever officiated. "His passing and 
his ability to see the whole floor were incredible," 
Walter said. 
 
The toughest call to make? Deciding whether to call 
a defensive block or an offensive charging foul. 
Sometimes it looks like a tie, Walter said, "but we're 
not allowed to call ties." 
 
The biggest misconception among fans? "They want 
a foul on every contact that occurs," Walter said, 
"but we're working on the principle of advantage and 
disadvantage." For example, a defender bumps an 
offensive player but the contact doesn't create a 
disadvantage. The offensive player passes to a 
teammate for an easy lay-in. No foul, and the 
offense benefits from the no-call. Said Walter, "You 
don't want to call a foul too early." 
 
Day job Walter is a dentist who has worked in Mill 
Creek for 25 years. He lives in Seattle 
 
Favorite recent book "The World is Flat" by Thomas 
L. Friedman, who looks at how improvements in 
technology and communications have altered the planet. "He really makes us aware of all the amazing changes that 
are happening in our world - the global perspective of how we're all connected in the world, whether we like it or not," 
Walter said. 
 
Mike Cane, Herald Writer 
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CONTACT THE HERALD
Report scores and results to 425-339-3470 or 1-866-6-
SCORES (Call after 4:30 p.m.) 

E-mail information including items for Tuesday's 
Communities Sports Roundup and Thursday's Outdoor 
Calendar, to sports@heraldnet.com 

Kevin Brown, Sports Editor 
 kbrown@heraldnet.com

 

1. Two Silvana men arrested in bear-hunting case 
2. Local clinic steps in where nation is failing 
3. Animal complaints rise 
4. Perseid meteor shower is a big show 
5. Division between Boeing engineers widens 
6. Body found near Arlington man's missing car 
7. Smokey Point split over new traffic hub 
8. Wal-Mart presses on with Snohomish County plans 
9. New handler for the Dreamlifter 
10. County rebuked for labor violations 

• Levy proposal won't include a laptop for every student 

• McDonald qualifies for U.S. Amateur in San Francisco 

• Observe etiquette at all times 

• Council discussion sidetracked by man in hat 

• Lynnwood's new coordinator of neighborhoods getting feet wet 

• Incumbent is urging support of opponent 

• School Brief 

• Brand-new school still coming together 

• Observe etiquette at all times 

• Fly shops help customers get ready for pinks 

 
 
TOP JOBS

Click to View

Purchasing Agent 
Marysville, WA Belmark 
Asset Management  
 
Administrative 
Support/ Clerical; 
Cost Accountant; 
Arlington, WA Aerospace 
Manufacturing Tech. Inc. 
 
 
Parts and Service 
Sales Rep 
WA Modern Machinery 
Company  
 
Demonstrators 
WA Penguin Windows  
 
Cook 
Maltby, WA Maltby Cafe, 
The  
 

More jobs 
 

 

Shopping Central
click to enlarge

 
Visit Shopping Central 

and  
see more specials!  

Electronics Sales and 
Service 
   • Video Only

Mattresses 
   • Judd & Black
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• Rough road ahead on I-5
• Jailed Mukilteo Marine set free
• Lynnwood police seek quasi-

rock star in stolen ...

FRIDAY 

• Sailing with the Lady
• Whidbey base's ER to close
• Tulalips want protection for 

Cama Beach

THURSDAY 

• Deadly loads targeted
• Title firm's gifts, pay to 

Realtors violates law
• Promote the vote on MySpace 

page

 
ADVERTISEMENT 

Everett WA New Homes
view just listed homes, 
townhomes, condos and 
real estate for sale  
www.century21northhomes.com

Washington Property
Free Listing Search in 
Washington 
Comprehensive List of 
Foreclosures.  
www.USHUD.com

Condo Everett Wa
See current home listings 
& MLS in Everett, WA. 
Free!  
homegain.com

24/7 Seattle Elderly Care
Stay in Control of Your 
Life - Choose to Live 
Independently  
AngelWingsAdultFamilyHome.com

Everett WA Homes
Allow Our Local Experts 
To Find Your Everett 
Washington Home Today.  
DreamDrafters.com

 
ADVERTISEMENT 

Everett WA Real Estate
Your complete online 
information center for the 
Everett WA area.  
www.EverettAreaRealEstate.com

Washington Property
Free Listing Search in 
Washington 
Comprehensive List of 
Foreclosures.  
www.USHUD.com

Condo Everett Wa
See current home listings 
& MLS in Everett, WA. 
Free!  
homegain.com

24/7 Seattle Elderly Care
Stay in Control of Your 
Life - Choose to Live 
Independently  
AngelWingsAdultFamilyHome.com

Everett WA Homes
Allow Our Local Experts 
To Find Your Everett 
Washington Home Today. 
DreamDrafters.com
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